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Editor’s note: This is a guest post from Darryl Kotyk. Darryl runs a cycling acenook social Pugin

lifestyle website called lovingthebike.com. Darryl was originally from Canada but
is now based in Austin, Texas. We are very pleased that Darryl has offered to
provide his perspective on red lights to The Urban Country readers through this
guest post.

When the announcement was made in February that Paris, France was going to
officially allow cyclists to run red lights, it resulted in a bolt of conversation across
the cycling world. This news makes Paris one of the first major cities to allow such
a thing, and I have been keeping an eye on it.

The experiment in Paris is limited for now and has been introduced in a small
district in north Paris. If there is no recorded rise in the number of collisions, the
system will be extended to all 69 areas of the capital where there is a 30km/h
speed limit.
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Photo of cyclists at red light in United States by Darryl Kotyk

Here in North America the red light laws for cyclists differ from state to state and
province to province, but no matter where you are located it is a sensitive (and
highly opinionated) subject between drivers and bicyclists. Just as there is a
difference in laws applying to red lights, there is also a difference of opinion by
cyclists and how they feel.

Although we don’t have this same allowance of running red lights as what Paris is
testing out, there is definitely no shortage of occurrences where a cyclist rolls on
through, or hesitates slightly before going through a red.

There is also the issue of turning right on a red light and the laws again differ on
this one as well. For the purposes of this article I am discussing the overall issue
of cyclists and red lights, but for more on right turns on red lights be sure to
check out a great article by Tom Meyers: What a Red Light Will Cost You.
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Photo of cyclists at red light in United States by Darryl Kotyk

I think the big question here is why, as cyclists, do some of us feel totally okay
with going through a red light when we don't even think about it while driving a
car?

This is a tough subject because the viewpoints of rolling through red lights differ
from cyclist to cyclist. But it is safe to say that the majority of us fall into one of
two opinions: those totally against it, and those who feel it is sort of a “grey”
area.

I'm a bit of a rule breaking kind of guy, so here is my opinion of the whole thing.
If I'm out cycling at 7:00AM on a Sunday morning and I come across a red light
and can't see any civilization (cars or anything else) for miles, then I am
definitely not going to sit there and wait for the thing to turn green. Basically, I
feel that if someone is being smart, safe, and making an educated decision then
it's all good. This applies to red lights and pretty much all things in life....in my
opinion.

Many cyclists acknowledge the fact that if they obey the law and rules of the
road, then vehicles will respect them. Others feel that it depends on the situation
and when traffic is light or non-existent, then slowly rolling through a red is
totally fine.

There are also those red light controlled by sensors in the road. Many of them are
equipped to pick up the metal in a vehicle and will initiate a green light, but there
are some where the sensors do not pick up that a bike is there waiting for the
light to change. At times like this, a cyclist really has no other option unless they
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choose to wait for a vehicle to come along to set off the sensor.

As pointed out by Marc over at Bicycle Dutch, the Dutch have long been
accommodating bicyclists at red lights; not by allowing them to pass through red
lights per-say, but by building proper bicycle infrastructure that eliminates even
having the urge to pass through a red light in the first place. Without requiring
any new laws that pertain to red lights.

I thought it would be interesting to get the perspective of a bicycle injury lawyer
on this one, so I asked my cycling friend and Chicago bicycle accident lawyer,
Jonathan Rosenfeld what he has to say about the red light issue:

"Part of safe bicycling is obeying the traffic signals. In order for cyclists to
help improve road safety, they need to show motorists that they are
committed to following the signals themselves. By ignoring red lights,
bicyclists are not only endangering their own safety, but in many respects
they are perpetuating a stigma held my many drivers --- that bicyclists are
simply out for their own fun."

Here is what a few cycling friends from Facebook have to say on the whole Red
Light issue:

scoot on a scooter or skate on a board Red means STOP...period! If you walk, run or blade, dance,
prance or hop, Red means STOP...period! The simplest of all the rules of the road, no grey area, Red
means STOP!...period.

20 hours ago - Edited - Unlike - &5 3

n Reasons2Ride Red means STOP...period! Whether you are riding a bike in a car on on a trike. If you

Adam Pflug | rode mostly in suburbia, where many drivers don't know the laws. The truth is, as |
u approach an intersection, | check both ways for clearance. If | have it, | blow the light. | DO feel guilty

about it, because | feel it violates the Share the Road philosophy. Not being in the city, | don't fear a

ticket. If | don't feel | have safe clearance, | stop every time and wait for green.

20 hours ago - Unlike - &5 1
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bicycle lifestyle you live. Keep on being
such a great promoter of a bicycle way
of...
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In line with what Octavian said, my
general philosophy in life is that if I am
not harming someone else then I think
it's generally okay to do something. So
if there is nobody around, I don't
see...
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actions of one will affect the many. If you want respect on the road then respect the rules of the road

E Laura Losey Faulkner If a cyclist runs a light the driver who sees it thinks "all cyclists are jerks'. The
18 hours ago - Unlike - &5 2

—‘_/-\ | Louie Kirk | believe a cyclist should be able to stop then procede with caution against the light if it
i does not negatively affect vehicle traffic...
15 hours ago via mobile - Unlike - ¢32

For more comments from cyclists, view the conversation on our Facebook Page.

So what do drivers have to say about this issue? The generally consensus is if
cyclists wish to be treated like another vehicle on the road, then they have to
follow the same rules and laws that drivers are faced with.

Each time a cyclist is seen blowing through a red light, it sets things off and the
red-hot battle between driver and bicyclist is further fuelled. It is definitely the
case that a cyclist obeying the law pretty much goes un-noticed, but one rule-
breaking rider longingly stays in the minds of drivers.

"Not only is it unsafe for cyclists to disobey the rules of the road, it’s also
frustrating to drivers. Not knowing what a cyclist is going to do makes things
difficult for everyone.”

http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html

v

VVvVVvyVvVvyYVYyYVvyy

2012 (56)
¥ November (2)

‘i share the road’ Campaign, One
Year Later

Bicycles and Red Lights

October (5)
September (6)
August (2)
July (3)

June (8)

May (5)

April (4)
March (7)
February (8)
January (6)

VVyVVVyVYyVYVYYVYY

2011 (103)
2010 (85)
2009 (112)
2008 (88)
2007 (75)
2006 (129)
2005 (203)
2004 (131)

Biking Toronto
44 minutes ago

Cyclelicious
1 hour ago

Page 4 of 7


http://bikingtoronto.com/
http://www.cyclelicio.us/
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#comment-698198902
http://disqus.com/theurbancountry/
http://disqus.com/theurbancountry/
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#comment-698108193
http://disqus.com/
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/search?updated-min=2012-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&updated-max=2013-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012_11_01_archive.html
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/10/i-share-road-campaign-one-year-later.html
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012_10_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012_09_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012_08_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012_07_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012_06_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012_05_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012_04_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012_03_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012_02_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012_01_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/search?updated-min=2011-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&updated-max=2012-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/search?updated-min=2010-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&updated-max=2011-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/search?updated-min=2009-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&updated-max=2010-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/search?updated-min=2008-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&updated-max=2009-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/search?updated-min=2007-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&updated-max=2008-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/search?updated-min=2006-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&updated-max=2007-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/search?updated-min=2005-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&updated-max=2006-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://www.theurbancountry.com/search?updated-min=2004-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&updated-max=2005-01-01T00:00:00-05:00&max-results=50
http://bicycledutch.wordpress.com/2012/10/25/cycling-past-red-lights-its-legal-in-the-netherlands/
http://www.rosenfeldinjurylawyers.com/practice/motor-vehicle-accidents/bicycle-accidents/
http://lovingthebike.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Screen-shot-2012-10-12-at-1.55.39-PM.png
http://lovingthebike.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Screen-shot-2012-10-12-at-1.58.42-PM.png
http://lovingthebike.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Screen-shot-2012-10-12-at-1.59.42-PM.png
http://lovingthebike.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Screen-shot-2012-10-12-at-2.00.01-PM.png
https://www.facebook.com/lovingthebike/posts/10151106415355878?notif_t=feed_comment

The Urban Country Bicycle Blog: Bicycles and Red Lights

- George C

"The rules apply to everyone. If a cyclist is riding on the road, they must
obey the rules of the road."

- James N

Here is my way of putting the idea of a cyclist going through a red light in a way
that might be more understandable to a driver of a vehicle. I would liken this to a
driver who uses their cell phone while driving in a place where it has been made
illegal. It's illegal, and very un-safe in my opinion, but many people justify their
actions and continue to do this each and every day. To drivers like this, they feel
that under the circumstances they are not doing anything wrong. It's the same
thing with bicyclists and red lights.

In a perfect world, cyclists would have their own roads through proper bike
infrastructure. But in reality, we all need to find a way to share the road and keep
the peace. Let’s see how this Paris idea turns out and take things from there.

Darryl Kotyk runs a cycling lifestyle website called www.lovingthebike.com. At
Loving the Bike they believe in living life to the fullest....on and off the Bike, and
very much enjoy being a part of the incredible community of cyclists around the
world.

Related Articles:

e Paris Cyclists Allowed To Run Red Lights (Feb 2012)

e No Cars. No Traffic Signals. No Deaths. (June 2011)

e Responsibility & Accountability On Our Streets (April 2011)

e On Scofflaw Cyclists & Exemplary Motorists (July 2011)

e Tell Cyclists To Follow The Rules (Nov 2011)

e Bicyclists Must Obey Laws If They Want to Share the Roads (Feb 2011)
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Posted by James Schwartz at 2:00 PM 5 Comments and 8 Reactions
Labels: Bicycle Culture, bicycling, Darryl Kotyk, Loving The Bike, Paris

5 comments - 0 Stars

l Leave a message...

Discussion

l So you run red lights and you support Lance Armstrong. Hmmm...

I am an avid cyclist. Cyclists who run red lights contribute to the general animosity many
drivers feel towards their two wheeled cousins. | don't blame the drivers. Cyclists are
quick to get holier than thou when a driver refuses to share the road, pointing out that
bikes are vehicles under the highway traffic act. When it comes to red lights, stop signs,
one way streets, illegal turns, and so on, the traffic act suddenly slips their minds.

Stop for red lights. It's only 60 seconds for crying out loud.
e Reply o Share:>

’A Jonathan Rosenfeld «

'J | think there's something to be said for learning a particular behavior and
adhering to it. We do it all of the time where we're driving--- we stop at stop signs (when
no one is there)-- stop at red lights (when no one is there). Most of us adhere to this
because its both the law-- and the safe thing to do. While we're on our bicycle it may be
perhaps a bit of an inconvenience, but is there any ride that so important that it can't
wait?

o Reply ¢ Share>

5 Darryl is Loving the Bike °
ﬁ It's great to be guest posting over here today. As you know, I'm a fan of your
site and an even bigger fan of the bicycle lifestyle you live. Keep on being such a great
promoter of a bicycle way of life. Awesome.
e Reply « Share>

. James Schwartz .
In line with what Octavian said, my general philosophy in life is that if | am not

harming someone else then | think it's generally okay to do something. So if there is
nobody around, | don't see the issue with proceeding through a red light. Same goes for
talking on cell phones. If you are driving on an empty road with nobody else around, go
ahead and talk on your phone. But in reality, there are almost always other people
around (other drivers, cyclists, buses, pedestrians, etc.), so talking on your phone while
driving inherently puts other people in danger. Passing through a red light on a bike
generally doesn't put other people in danger as long as you are doing it safely. In a car,

http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html Page 6 of 7


http://www.blogger.com/
http://www.sitemeter.com/stats.asp?site=s20muzak9
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theurbancountry.com%2F2012%2F11%2Fbicycles-and-red-lights.html&source=tweetbutton&text=The%20Urban%20Country%20Bicycle%20Blog%3A%20Bicycles%20and%20Red%20Lights&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theurbancountry.com%2F2012%2F11%2Fbicycles-and-red-lights.html&via=jamesschwartz
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theurbancountry.com%2F2012%2F11%2Fbicycles-and-red-lights.html
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#comment-698496529
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#comment-698265030
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#comment-698198902
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#comment-698108193
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html&title=Bicycles%20and%20Red%20Lights
http://www.theurbancountry.com/p/about-us.html#James%20Schwartz
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html
http://www.theurbancountry.com/2012/11/bicycles-and-red-lights.html#disqus_thread
http://www.blogger.com/email-post.g?blogID=10032227&postID=6001120522069634295
http://www.theurbancountry.com/search/label/Bicycle%20Culture
http://www.theurbancountry.com/search/label/bicycling
http://www.theurbancountry.com/search/label/Darryl%20Kotyk
http://www.theurbancountry.com/search/label/Loving%20The%20Bike
http://www.theurbancountry.com/search/label/Paris
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?app_id=309437425817038&sdk=joey&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theurbancountry.com%2F2012%2F11%2Fbicycles-and-red-lights.html&display=popup

The Urban Country Bicycle Blog: Bicycles and Red Lights

the risk is much higher. If you go through a red light and you didn't see a small child

crossing, you could risk injuring or killing that child.

o Reply « Share>

Octavian °
I think of it like this: if a cyclist runs a red light, and there is nobody around to

see it, did he break a law?

So, in a real life example, if there are cars at an intersection waiting for the green, | wait

too. If there aren't any cars waiting for the green, and there is no cross traffic, then I'm

safe to run the red.
e Reply « Share>
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